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Research Interests:

The central focus of P.l. researches is the study of the interactions among steroids and
nervous circuits. Previous studies of my laboratory have investigated the role of early
exposure to gonadal hormones in the differentiation of sexually dimorphic circuits and
behaviors in mammals. The discovery of the involvement of neuroactive steroids (steroids
produced within the brain) in several physiological activities implies that minimal
alterations of steroid levels, or exposure to exogenous chemicals that can bind to steroids'
receptors can have long term effects on animal and human health. The study of the effects
of steroids on the nervous system has therefore high potential therapeutic perspectives.
Recently we began to investigate the role of steroids in modulating postnatal and adult
neurogenesis. Field of expertise: morphology, immunohistochemistry, behavior, surgical
manipulation, use of transgenic models.
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Member of the Educational Committee and Organizer of Virtual International Meeting
Steroids and Nervous System 2021 and 2022; co-editors in the realization of the scientific
contributions proceedings.
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